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Facts About Application Fees 
 
 
On 24 March, the FCC and the VECs conducted a teleconference to discuss the impending.  Here are the facts.  
Please share them with your VEs and sponsoring clubs, as applicable.   
 
Fact 1 - Application fees go into effect on Tuesday, 19 April 2022 at 00:00:01 EDT. 
 
Fact 2 - The application fee related to the Amateur Radio Service is $35 with one exception as noted in the table 
below: 
 

Purpose  Fee 
New License Technician, General, or Amateur Extra $35 

 

Modification of License 

Upgrade the class of license only 

$35 

Upgrade the class of license and one or more of the following: 
• Request a new systematic call sign and/or 
• Update the license admin data (e.g., Change name, change 

mailing address, e-mail address, etc.) and/or 
• Renew the license  

Request a systematic call sign change only 
Apply for a Vanity call sign 

 

Renew License 

Renew license only 

$35 Renew license and modify license  
Renew license and update admin data (Change name, change mailing 
address, e-mail address). 

 

Administrative Update 

Change one or more of the following: 
• Licensee name 
• Mailing address 
• E-mail address 
• Phone number 

FREE 

 
Fact 3 - Payment of application fees is the sole responsibility of the applicant. 
 

3.1.  Payment will be made through CORES via ULS.  On the left upper side, you will see “Pay Fees”.  The 
applicant will have two options for paying their application fee. 

 
3.1.1.  With an FCC Username:    https://apps.fcc.gov/cores/userLogin.do 
 
3.1.2.  With a Payer FRN (This is a temporary solution):    https://apps.fcc.gov/cores/paymentFrnLogin.do 

 
3.2.  A second party (e.g., Parents, grandparents, spouses, significant others, a friend, etc.) may pay the 
application fee for the applicant. 

 
3.2.1.  A second party who pays the application fee for an applicant must have an FRN.  

 
3.3.  VEs will not collect application fees.   
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Fact 4 - Applicants who submit an application online or through a VEC will have 10 calendar days to pay their 
application fee from the date the ULS assigns a File Number to that application. 
 

4.1.  When licensees submit an application online, their application will be immediately assigned a File Number 
unless the application has errors and is rejected with an appropriate error code indicated, and the applicant  
will be invited to pay their application fee right away. 

 
Fact 5 -  VECs, Laurel Regional Coordinators and Team Leaders will continue to receive Response Files for the 
applications that were submitted to the FCC/ULS via EBF. 
 

5.1.  Once application fees are implemented, Response Files will contain only three possible codes per 
application in the application status field: 

 
5.1.1.  A 2-6 digit error code  (e.g., 60, 13667, 655682, etc.).  Applications with an error code will be 
rejected. 
 

5.1.1.2.  Applications with an error code can be corrected and resubmitted. 
 
5.1.2.  A one character status code: 
 

5.1.2.1.  G - Application granted.  This will only apply to applications for Administrative Updates 
 
5.1.2.2.  2 -(Pending) - The application is stopped at the Red Light Review because the applicant owes 
money 

 
Fact 6 - When an applicant does not pay their application within the 10-day payment window, whether submitted 
online or through a VEC, the FCC will dismiss their application without prejudice (This means they can have their 
application resubmitted.) . 
 

6.1.  Applications that resulted in a CSCE being issued to an applicant (New License or Upgrade of a license) and 
are dismissed because the applicant failed to pay the applicant fee, can be resubmitted before the CSCE expires. 

 
Fact 7 - When an applicant answers the Felony Question and pays the application fee within the 10-day payment 
window but does not submit their felony explanation within the 14-day window, the FCC will dismiss their 
application without prejudice. 
 

7.1.  However, the application fee will not be refunded. 
 
 Fact 8 - When a licensee applies for a Vanity Call Sign, pays the application fee, and DOES NOT get the call sign they 
requested, (For any reason) their application will be dismissed without prejudice. 
 

8.1.  However, the application fee will not be refunded.  (Apply for Vanity call at your own risk) 
 
Fact 9 - When an application is submitted to the FCC/ULS via EBF, the applicant pays the fee, the application is 
granted, and then the application is found to be defective, the grant will be reversed and the application will be 
withdrawn. 
 

9.1.  However, the application fee will not be refunded regardless of who is responsible for the error related to 
the application.  
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9.2.  A defective application can be corrected and resubmitted, but the applicant will have to pay an additional 
$35 application fee. 

 
Fact 10 - When a licensee upgrades their license but does not pay the application fee, the application will be 
dismissed without prejudice.   
 

10.1.  Applications that are dismissed for any reason, can be resubmitted any time before the CSCE expires. 
 
10.2.  Once the CSCE expires and the application is still pending, the licensee may not continue to operate an 
amateur radio station using their upgraded privileges for the life of the CSCE.   

 
10.3.  If the licensee’s application is dismissed (or is withdrawn) before the CSCE expires, the licensee’s 
operating privileges revert to those privileges of their former license class.  § 1.931 Application for Special 
Temporary Authority.   (§ 1.931 (b)(7)) and  § 97.9 Operator license grant.  (§ 97.9 (b)) 

 
10.4.  If the licensee’s dismissed (or withdrawn) application is resubmitted before the CSCE expires, the rights 
and privileges of the CSCE are reinstated.  
 
10.5.  If the licensee’s dismissed (or withdrawn) application is not resubmitted before the CSCE expires, the 
licensee will have to retake the  applicable exam. 

 
Fact 11 - A CSCE has a “life” of 365 days from the date it was issued.   The CSCE serves two purposes: 
 

11.1.  It is proof that the person named on the CSCE passed one or more element exams. 
 
11.2.  It conveys temporary rights and privileges as noted in .  § 1.931 Application for Special Temporary 
Authority.   (§ 1.931 (b)(7)) and  § 97.9 Operator license grant.  (§ 97.9 (b)) 

 
Fact 12 - The FCC/ULS will generate an automatic e-mail to every applicant whose application was submitted to the 
FCC/ULS via EBF, notifying them when their application is assigned a File Number.   This e-mail will include a link to 
where applicants begin the application fee payment process. 
 

12.1.  The Laurel VEC will generate e-mails for the same purpose as a backup to the FCC’s effort. 
 
Fact 13 - The Laurel VEC has prepared handouts related to the payment of application fees.   
 

13.1.  These handouts will be available in SessionManager for downloading and printing in the very near future. 
 

13.2.  At least one handout will automatically print for each fee-based application similar to the Felony Question 
handout when a team is using SessionManager at an exam session and a printer is available. 

 
Questions?  aa3rr@outlook.com  or (410 ) 353-0174 
 
 


